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Principal Cast List

TONY et e e e Michael Roth
JOB. Ryan Cloud
Herman. ... BJ Hemann
Pasgquale.........covviii Donald Purdy
1o o o Jeff Kurnit
GUISEPPE. .. ettt et et et e e e e James Weeden
DOC. . John C. Taylor
POSIMAN. .. ... David Simon
JAKE. .. Brien Miles
Clem. . Michael Thomas
Al Paul Jensen
City BOY... oo e e Geoffrey Gaebe
PrEst. .., Harry Schutz
1Y/ Barry Mastellone
Rosabella.......cooviii Marissa McGowan
Cle0. . Catherine Hesse
Mari€. .. et Margit Jensen
Country Girl........ocovii i, Kely Todd

The Ensemble
Nishi Badhwar Warren Berger Jim Bessent Christopher Betz
Jay Bittle Vernon Bruette Paul Caron Nicole Dalé
Danielle Freeman Rian Ambler Galbreath  Deborah Griffin DaleHarris
Melissa Hemann Denise Higgins-Reagan LisaHokans Eriko Ishihara
Edward Kamholtz LanaKlemeyer Eric Kritzler Abby Kurnit
JC Lindstrom Cathy Markoff Genna Mastellone Peggy McGuinness
Kyle Minshew Jody Mullen Jim Nicholas Marcia Pehr
Jeanine Pekkarine Alison Plotkin John Rabinson Patty Shay
Stacey Simon Maija Talikka Tina Throckmorton Alex Tombrakos
Y asuko Tsuboi Wendy Valdez Gilluermo Venegas




Technical Staff

Director and Choreographer...........c.oooevveennnes Doug Hodge

Musical Director and Conductor...................... Ronald W. Noll

Producer.......oo o Jennifer Dorre Bittle

SEL DESIGNET ... John Robinson

CoStUME DESIGNEN ... ..o v et Colleen Kesterton

Lighting Designer........c.covevvviiiiieie e, Sam Militello

SouUNd DESIgNEY ... e Eric J. Kritzler

Technical Director.........coovoeviiiiiicie e, Paul Jensen

Production Stage Manager................covevevvne Stacy Baer, Emily Fisher

Rehearsal Stage Manager..........cooevvvveveniennnn. Kathy Wallace, Deborah Litwak

Assistant Stage Manager...........coooveeieeiiieninnn Susan Stillman

Dance Captain.........coovvviiiiiiieie e Kely Todd

Rehearsal Accompanist..........coovvvvveiiiiinennn Jill Waycie

Flyer Design......cc.veeieiis i e Alexandrea Tombrakos, Jon Carri€l,
David Simon

PressKitS....ovvvi i Jay B. Bittle

Show History and Synopsis

Love and deception are the themes of this dramatic musical comedy with one of
Broadway’s most sophisticated scores. Complications arise when Tony, an aging and shy Italian
vineyard owner living in Napa Valley, proposes by mail to Rosabella, a young waitress who once
served him in San Francisco. Although she has no recollection of Tony, she accepts.. in part
because the picture he sent her was actually a picture of Joe, his handsome ranch hand.

When Rosabella arrives in Napa and discovers the deception, she is furious at Tony but
still marries him. But the events that occur on their wedding day, including a near-fatal accident
and Rosabella meeting Joe, could harm them all. Will love win out in the end despite the
obstacles?

Originally produced on Broadway in 1956, The Most Happy Fella was writen by Frank
Loesser (author of the classics Guys and Dolls and How To Succeed in Business Without Really
Trying) and features such memorable songs as “ Standing on the Corner” and “Big D.”



Publicity Photos

Photographs by Alexandrea Tombrakos

Rosabella (Marissa McGowan) and
Tony (Michael Roth)

Herman (BJ Hemann) and
Cleo (Catherine Hesse)
from “Big D”



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:

Stacey A. Simon

201 East 87th Street, #12H

New York, NY 10128

Day: (212) 401-4045 / Eve: (212) 996-0239
E-mail: publicity@vlog.org

VILLAGE LIGHT OPERA TO STAGE NEW PRODUCTION OF FRANK LOESSER’S
“THE MOST HAPPY FELLA”

NEW YORK, NY —April 4, 2004 — The Village Light Opera Group (VLOG), one of New
York’s oldest theatrical organizations, isfinishing its 68th year with a new production of Frank
Loesser’s The Most Happy Fella. The production will be directed and choreographed by Doug
Hodge, with musical direction by Ronald W. Noll. Performances will be on April 17, 23 and 24
at 8 p.m. and April 18, 24 and 25 at 2 p.m. The April 24, 2 p.m. performance will be a special
children’ s matinee with a backstage tour and a question-and-answer session with the cast and
crew following the show. Performances take place at Haft Auditorium at the Fashion Institute of
Technology, located at 227 West 27th Street, between Seventh and Eighth Avenues. Ticket
prices range from $20 to $30 and can be purchased through VLOG' s website at www.vlog.org, or
by phone through TheaterMania at (212) 352-3101.

The Most Happy Fella was written by Frank Loesser (author of the classics Guys & Dollsand
How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying) and features such memorable songs as
“Standing on the Corner”, “Big D" and “Joey, Joey, Joey”. As customary with VLOG, the
production will feature a cast of over 50 performers and a 24-piece professional orchestrausing
the original Broadway orchestrations.

Originally produced on Broadway in 1956, The Most Happy Fella tells the story of Tony, an
aging and shy Italian vineyard owner living in Napa Valley, who courts and ultimately proposes
by mail to a young waitress who once served him in San Francisco. Although she has no
recollection of Tony, she accepts, in part because of the picture he sent her (which is actually a
picture of Joe, his handsome ranch hand). The complications that arise after she arrivesin Napa
and discovers the deception form the basis for this vintage musical.

Ronald W. Noll, musical director and conductor, is his 47th year with VLOG. Noall isan award-
winning pianist, the recipient of a New Y ork-area Emmy Award, and an International
Broadcasting Award from the Hollywood TV and Radio Chapter of Broadcasting. Doug Hodge,
director and choreographer, is staging hisfirst production with VLOG. He has numerous regiona
credits as director, choreographer and actor. Hodge is an associate member of the Society of
Stage Directors and Choreographers and holds a Master’ s Degree in Drama from University of
Cdliforniaat Irvine.

For more information, visit www.vlog.org.
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VILLAGE LIGHT OPERA GROUPLTD.
P.O. Box 143 « Village Station « New York, NY 10014
212+ 243 + 6281

ABOUT THE VILLAGE LIGHT OPERA GROUP

What started in 1935 as a neighborhood group for theatrical readings has become a recognized
staple of New York City’s cultura life: the Village Light Opera Group (VLOG).

Under the guidance of Allen and Elizabeth Hinckley, VLOG began by offering Gilbert &
Sullivan operettas to the Greenwich Village community. Now, Broadway hits like The Music
Man, The Most Happy Fella, Carousel, Bells Are Ringing, and Brigadoon as well as light opera
classics like Desert Song and The Merry Widow are performed, along with the Gilbert & Sullivan
canon, at the Fashion Institute of Technology’s 800-seat Haft Auditorium in April and November
of each year. With its professional, full-sized orchestra led by Emmy award-winning music
director Ronald W. Noll, every VLOG show is a highly polished production incorporating 40 to
60 performers and just as many supporters behind the scenes.

In 1960, VLOG celebrated its Silver Jubilee and aso performed for the first time at F.I.T., which
has since become the group’s home. March of 1985 brought VLOG's 50" anniversary and a
special Golden Jubilee celebration chaired by longtime supporter and friend, Isaac Asimov.
When VLOG joined forces with The Philbeach Society, a London-based amateur theatre
company in the summer of 1976, the British-American Light Opera Exchange (BALOE) was
born. BALOE shows are produced every five years during the summer, and aternate between
London and New Y ork, giving both companies the change to travel and perform together.

VLOG is a not-for-profit volunteer organization: all members serve in multiple capacities, both
on and off stage, whether by building sets and making costumes, or working on publicity, ticket
sales and marketing. We boast a paid membership of over 200 and an annual budget of over
$100,000. The professionalism of VLOG performances often surprises audiences, considering
that the mgjority of the cast and crew hold traditiona nine-to-five jobs. For the members of the
Village Light Opera Group, each production istruly alabor of love.



